Immunohistochemistry: a prognostic as well as diagnostic tool?
The assessment of proliferating cell populations has been used to aid in the differentiation of benign from malignant neoplasms, and it has been hoped that assessment of proliferation markers and oncogenic determinants holds information regarding prognosis. Various markers, including Ki-67, p53 protein, bcl-2, and proliferating cell nuclear or paraffin-embedded tissue. These determinants may prove useful in understanding the biology of certain neoplasms and may carry prognostic information that influences clinical management. Results in this developing field must always be interpreted in the clinical and histological context. This article reviews the applicability of some commonly available markers to selected skin disorders.